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Ha p py Ne w Ye a r!
Publisher Speaks

Michael R. Collins

It’s 2014 and Detroit’s coming
back or beginning to comeback.
These comeback statements
have been spoken for over forty
years. In that time, our cultural
divide
has
grown,
our
educational system has been
dissected, citizens are still
moving
from
Detroit
and
corruption has exposed itself as
a norm in business and
government.

As publisher of Detroit EM News, “How far back must we go to be that
comeback state?” As a matter of fact, it has nothing to do with the
future of our youngest Detroiters, of whom, we want to retain as
citizens. In order to achieve, we must reframe from talking about a
‘comeback’ and begin conversations on moving forward.”
Detroit has a unique reputation of ‘coming back.’ Through education, we
recognize how leaders of tomorrow must be consciously aware of
responsibility accountability and transparency.
Detroit Entertainers & Musicians News has a plan to help curb not only
our youth, but all ages and inclusive of all cultures. Want to know
more? Write me: mrc@detroitemnews.com.
(Reprint)

“Entertainer’s Written Word”

M e et u p!
On one of the most blusterous
days of the year, Sunday,
December 8, 2013 at the
Detroit Zoo, Son Koral, Coorganizer,
Joomla!
User
DETROIT Group planned a
quant and enjoyable Joomla!
Detroit Holiday Party!
Since June, 2013, I’ve been a
proud Joomligan and delighted
when my husband noticed, the
Holiday Party was all about small
talk and very little shop talk.
The scrumptious dishes and
desserts were delightful. But, the
personal tour lead by Mrs. Koral
who
and her daughter, Bella (who
hummed and sang to herself
throughout the entire tour) was
most enjoyable.
nte’
Our invited guests, Deacon Dante’
Pearson and his children; Keont’e,
Kasi, Kelsi were cold when we went
outdoors, but gratified being there..
This event was spot on!
About Joomla! DETROIT
The official Joomla! User Group in Detroit, MI develops and/or uses
Joomla! Content Management Systems (CMS) to drive our businesses
online. We’re users, integrators, developers, I.T.
business owners, employees, contractors,
private practice professionals, start up CEO’s
and everyday people.
We also have many who are just interested in
the CMS, or use it recreationally. Whether it’s a
config issue, site migration, SEO, template or
extension development or anything else Joomla!
CMS related, we're more than willing to help! And, membership is FREE!

BY: A. Collins

Join the group today!
Visit: http://www.meetup.com/joomladetroit
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Concerts, Events & Shows
January-February, 2014

Venue

Date

Time

SOUND BOARD @ Motor City Casino
DL Hughley
Patti LaBelle
The Whispers
Bret Michaels
Rachelle Ferrell

FOX THEATRE

Sesame Street Live
RAIN: Tribute/Beatles
Robin Thicke

January 23 8:00p
January 26 7:30p
February 13 8:00p
February 16 7:30p
March
20 8:00p
Jan 23-Feb 17 (Times vary)
March
08 8:00p
March
12 7:30p

FILMORE DETROIT
Detroit Jazz Festival
Jazz Speaks for Life
Nation presents Lorde

THE MASONIC

A Mother’s Cry
Angie Stone, Delishis
Motor City Comedy Festival
Motor City Blues Festival
Katt Williams

February 16 2:30p
March
16 7:00p
February 08 (2 shows)
3p & 7p
February 21 8:00p
March
14 8:00p
March
29 8:00p

www.detroitemnews.com

Take 6, Alexander Zonjic,
Men of Grace and Grace Centers of Hope
The 4th Annual - “A Jazzy Christmas” the concert featuring “Take 6”
and “Alexander Zonjic” was presented by “Men of Grace” on
Thursday, December 5, 2013. This annual Holiday celebration is the
brainchild of Pastor Kent Clark and benefits the Grace Centers of
Hope in Pontiac Michigan. The celebration was held at the beautiful
Ward Presbyterian Church, 40000 Six Mile Road, Northville, MI.
Ten
time
GRAMMY Award
winners, “Take 6
was the headline
performance.
The heralded a
cappella
sing
group
brought
the Spirit of the
season
by
singing classic
holiday
songs
including “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” and “Have Yourself a Merry
Little Christmas.”
During the performance, “Take 6” announced the celebration of their
25th Anniversary with group members Claude McKnight, Mark Kibble,
Joel Kibble, Dave Thomas, Alvin Chea and Khristian Dentley.
Since the 1980‟s at Huntsville, Alabama‟s Oakwood College, Take 6
has blazed a trail in the music world. The a cappella group has
reached heights unknown because they have set high standards in
their vocal abilities and their own lives. What makes their music and
the group last this long? The answers are direct and simple. Take 6
shares faith, friendship, respect and love of music.
Visit: http://www.take6.com

Source: http://www.take6.com/biography

Men of Grace
For over fifteen years, Men of Grace has ministered to the suffering,
addicted, hopeless, and homeless individuals offering testaments of
how the Holy Spirit found them in darkness and brought them into the
light.
‘A Jazzy Christmas,’ an annual event presented by the “Men of
Grace” was designed to be a music ministry with members Phil May,
Jeff Powers, Dereck Vulcano, Dwayne Anthony, Dr. Kevin B. Williams
and Joe Curtis. Together, they have mastered magnifying their voices
singing traditional songs and classic hymns.
With the promotion of their ninth album, “Send Me A Sign,” Men of
Grace continues to integrate spoken word, spirituals, reggae, jazz and
contemporary Christian music into their performances.

Visit: http://menofgracemusic.com
Source: http://menofgracemusic.com/fr_home.cfm
David Lawson, Men of Grace member
(Not Pictured Above)

Mark Gillery, Sr. (MIA)
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Detroit Children’s Choir
The Detroit Children’s Choir under the musical direction of Lauri
Hogle, Director; Concert Chorale gave a celebratory performance as
the children’s voices were pitch perfect complimenting their Choir
stoles of rich holiday colors. Visit: www.detroitchildrenschoir.org

Master of Ceremony: Chris Stevenson, WMUZ 103.5 FM

Grace Centers of Hope
Under the leadership of Pastor Kent W.
Clark, Grace Centers of Hope (GCH) is
located in the midst of the community in a
campus-like setting at 35 East Huron
Street, Pontiac, MI.
Grace Centers of Hope provides refuge,
safety and security for those in need. GCH
has a wide range of programs to help
people rebuild their lives and re
re-enter
society as productive and responsible citizens.
Formerly known as Pontiac Rescue Mission in Oakland County,
Grace Centers of Hope was established in 1942. The center has
grown and evolved into the largest and oldest faith-based outreach to

homeless and disadvantaged. GCH provides a full recovery and
rehabilitation campus for homeless men, women and children who
have been abused or addicted to drugs and/or alcohol.
For more information:
Visit: http://www.gracecentersofhope.org
Source: http://www.gracegospelfellowship.com

Alexander Zonjic, Flutist & Guitarist
This extraordinary artist performs
both light jazz and classical
compositions. Zonjic initially played
guitar at age 9. By age 15, he was
lead guitarist in a local rhythm and
blues band. Alexander Zonjic has
many solo albums to date and is a
member of the famed Bob James'
band.
Over the years he has
shared the stage and performed
with many musicians including Earl
Klugh, Harvey Mason, Kirk Whalum
and Angela Bofill.
Zonjic has
performed his musical magic at
renowned
venues
including
Carnegie Hall, the Hollywood Bowl
and the Apollo Theater in New York. Locally, he has added his
musical accompaniment to the Detroit and Windsor Symphony
Orchestra’s. He presently hosts a syndicated radio show called,
Alexander Zonjic - From A to Z, which airs on Hamilton's 94.7 The
Wave and on WDZH's HD2 channel.

Visit: http://www.zonjic.com
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Zonjic

Alexander Zonjic,
Flautist & Guitarist
A Candid Interview

During the concert, „A Jazzy
Christmas,‟ Alexander granted us
a candid interview.
(AC): “What‟s your role with this
annual holiday concert to benefit
the Grace Centers of Hope?”
(AZ): “This time of the year my
participation is pretty small. I
show up and basically
perform and
basic
of course, good comes out of it. But, yes, I do a lot of fundraisers and
I love the Grace Centers of Hope. I went out to Pontiac, gosh, four
years ago and saw what they were doing and thought what do you
want me to do? And, it‟s been cool. I love the tradition and I am sure
it will go on for many, many years.”
(AC): “The guitar was your first instrument, correct?”
AZ: “Yes, correct.”
(AC): “What enticed you to pick up the flute?”
AZ: “Well, you know, I‟ve done interviews with great musicians all
over this country. I did radio for years and the one common
denominator you‟ll find in most cases, the instrument finds the guy.
It‟s not the other way around. I started on guitar and was doing quite
well. I came home to visit my parents and a guy sold me a flute on
the streets for $9; just like you‟d buy a watch. He walked up to me; he
knew I was the guitar guy and he said, „Would you like to buy a flute?‟
I was taken back at first. Sure, I liked the way it looked in the case
and I totally fell in love with it. I was twenty-one when I started the
flute. I was intrigued by it. He wanted $50 and I had $9; he took it. I

am sure it was a hot flute from who knows where. I took it home and
became obsessed with playing it. No one has a natural aptitude to
play it; but I had a real passion to want to learn. Sometimes, it‟s a
common denominator, when you talk to musicians, they‟ll tell you their
brother started their uncle played. Sometimes the instrument finds
the person. Certainly in that case, I still play guitar but the flute‟s been
my career.”
(AC):“We‟re certainly grateful.”
AZ: “Yep, I am digging it!”
(AC): “What advice can you share to
keep an artist focused on social good
instead of themselves?”
AZ: “Well, you know, I could do a whole
lecture here on giving back or the idea of
service. It‟s the rent we pay for the space
we occupy. It‟s that simple. I mean, if
you‟re struggling, I get it. I don‟t expect
musician‟s who are barely making a living
to run around doing free fundraisers. But,
there‟s got to be a point where you start to
give back. We don‟t do this because we like it; we do it because we
love it. And, we don‟t do it just because we love it; we do it because
we have to do it. So, once you‟re lucky enough to do what you love to
do, it‟s not a night that goes by I don‟t have an appreciation for it and
what it has brought me. I am not a wealthy guy, but I‟ve made a
professional living and I have a lot of friends, the Kenny G‟s, Jeff
Lorber‟s, Bob James‟ and we all sit around pinching ourselves, „How
did we do this.‟ So it‟s easy to get us to do things like this to donate
our services, to do service, because we‟re just lucky. You see, the
idea is, it‟s not just me on that stage, it‟s a collective thing. When I get
up on stage it doesn‟t work if they don‟t see me enjoying what I do
and I don‟t see them loving what I do. I hope that gives someone
some incentive to do this. I never understood how anyone -- no
matter what business you‟re in can‟t find something to do for someone
other than themselves. Now, I will admit, when their young, the

obsession is with Me, Me, Me, “The
Performer -- The Artist.” But, there‟s
got to be a point where you realize,
„Oh, wait a minute, this is a gift.‟ I
thought this happened because I
worked so hard. No, No, No, No! This
happened because the gift you were
given is because you work so hard.‟
I‟ve been doing fundraisers my entire
life. I come from a poor background.
Not poor in the important things. We
had parents that loved us. I grew up in
downtown Windsor, we didn‟t own a car,
there was never a car in my family. But,
we had everything we needed; people
who loved us, we had food, we had
encouragement, we lived downtown. Everybody in our neighborhood,
if they were white, black, had an eye in the middle of their forehead,
we all were in the same boat. We looked at one another as the same.
So, that was a real gift. Now, for me to come here and do this for
Grace Centers, after I saw what they do out there like the other day it
was the Farr Conservatory, then it was Habitat for Humanity‟s and this
Sunday, its Back Packs for Kids, I mean it doesn‟t end and it‟s easy to
do.”
(AC): “Can you share a memorable moment in your life?”
AZ: “Well, I have many, so maybe, that makes me lucky because I
have a lot. But, certainly, one of my favorites is that that I mentioned
earlier during my dissertation of giving back where I said, I came from
a very poor back ground and when I started playing guitar, my dad, an
old school Serbian came out of the War and had concerns about the
idea that I was going to be a musician. No, No, you need to be a
doctor, you need to be a lawyer and this music thing caused him to
worry because of what they came through. So, he started to adjust to
the idea but not totally, especially not when I was really, really young.
So, he was working in Chicago had a job there with some friends.
They had a little tavern and he knew that I had already started playing

the guitar. He didn‟t appear to have really embraced the idea of the
music thing, but knew I wanted an electric guitar. I had no idea that I
was going to get one because we just didn‟t have the doe. It just was
not in the cards. So, there‟s my father in Chicago, who knows I want
the guitar and here comes Christmas. He‟s a very practical guy and
we grew up with some very interesting philosophies. But, his biggest
philosophy was „We‟re to poor to buy cheap things. So, if you‟re
going to buy something, save the money and buy something really,
really good.‟ So, he started doing research in Chicago on guitars,
because he knew I wanted it. He went to this really big store, Ron
Healy‟s and found out that Gibson was the best guitar in the world.
He called it, a „Jepson‟ because of his English. He buys the guitar
and here he comes, its Christmas Eve and we haven‟t seen him in a
while. At this point, I am about eleven years old, he hadn‟t a car, he
took a train back to Detroit comes through the border with a brand
new guitar with the tag still on it. At the border he was told to open up
the case. Once it opened, they asked, „What‟s this?‟ And, he jokingly
said, „I am a guitar player.” I learned later that the immigration officer
said, „Who‟s this gift for?‟ And, my father said, „It‟s for my son.‟ Then
the immigration officer stated, „Okay, go ahead.‟ So, now there I am
waiting for my dad. It‟s a classic winter setting. The snows coming
down, its Christmas Eve and we can‟t wait to see him. We didn‟t care
about gifts; we just wanted to see my dad. The cab pulls up, the trunk
goes up and the next thing I knew,
he goes into the truck and there
was the guitar (expressed with
emotions; walks off camera). That
was
a
precious
Christmas
because we knew what it meant
for him to do this. And it was the
first time, he acknowledged, „This
kid‟s going to play the guitar.‟ So,
he brought me my „Jipson‟ and
that‟s the end of that story.”

BY: A. Collins

C om memor ative C ol lec ti on
The Mantel –
Keeping the Legacy Alive
This is the first installment of an
anthology created to pay homage to
artists
best
known
as
the
“background”
or
“backline”
performers.
As music advocates, we perform a duty
which ffills a gap to create a historical
record, which by no means, represent a
record
work of Detroit artists.
definitive w
Interestingly, there’s not enough written
and archived information describing
past performances or recognizing the
accomplishments of our local musicians
a
and entertainers.
entertainers
These virtuosos’ are grateful for the entertainment industry. A great
opportunity manifested in Ortheia’s life when
she began singing background for Aretha
Franklin – “The Queen of Soul.” Her vocals
can be heard on Aretha’s album, “One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism” on Arista Records.
Since then, she’s acquired thousands of loyal
fans, an impressive music career, became a
community servant and launched a worldwide
“marketplace” gospel ministry.
She also
continues to perform R&B, blues, jazz compositions and a television
talk show.
In recognition of her accomplishments, Reverend Ortheia Barnes-Kennerly
was inducted as music royalty and the first recipient of the Detroit
Entertainers & Musicians News – Hall of Fame Award on Tuesday,
December 10, 2013 at Grayhaven Marina in Detroit, MI.
Congratulations!

This event was sponsored in part by, Pet Supplies Plus, Detroit K-9
Pet Supplies, Bark Avenue, Garden Fresh Gourmet, Blarney Stone
Pub and more. BY: A. Collins
Donations can be made, visit: www.detroitdogrescue.com or
Send to: P.O. Box 806119, St. Clair Shores, MI 48080.

The Glass House Restaurant
With the 2013 Holidays
underway, I was given the
opportunity by Ms. Debra Ware,
School Counselor to dine at
Golightly Career and Technical
Center Culinary Arts Academy for
their Annual Holiday Buffet. The
event was held on Friday,
December 13, 2013 between the
hours of 11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
The menu offered delicious hors
d’oeuvres such as Catfish
beignets and smoked salmon on
crostini bread with a side of dill
deviled eggs. The salad bar had multiple choices to fit any palate. We
were given the
traditional entrée
servings of Herb
rubbed oven
roasted turkey and
Honey glazed
holiday ham. There
were various side
offerings such as
warmed German
potato salad,
mustard & turnip
greens and sweet
potato casserole. The finish to our meal was the delectable desserts
of red velvet cake, bread pudding and sweet potato pie. Of course,

our entire meal was accompanied with different types of bread and
mouth quenching beverages.
Even though I was
born and raised in
Detroit, relocated
and lived in another
state for several
years and have
since returned back
home, this was my
first time eating at
the Glass House
Restaurant. What a
treat I was exposed
to by their students. The restaurant setup has two areas where
patrons are seated by the hostesses. Our servers were students in
the Culinary Program. The Culinary Program teaches skills in
Hospitality & Food Services, Baking & Pastry Arts and Meat Cutting &
Charcuterie. The instructors and students had the food displayed in a
scrumptious
and
professional
manner. I
must admit,
I went back
a couple of
times to get
more
Catfish
beignets
and smoked
salmon on

crostini bread. With all of the foot traffic coming in and out of the
restaurant, the students stayed in their assigned roles while the dining
and food area remained orderly and kempt. At the end of our meal
service, there was a survey to complete regarding the hospitality
service given by our servers to be used as constructive feedback.

Golightly Career and Technical Center is located at 900 Dickerson at
East Jefferson in Detroit, MI. It has a four prong strategy by offering
Business & Technology, Hospitality & Food Services, Trade &
Industry and Printing Services.
Certainly, the Annual Happy Holidays Buffet and other Grand Buffet
Events serves their vision well with hands-on learning in the Culinary
Arts industry. The Glass House Restaurant has four upcoming Grand
Buffet Events scheduled for 2014. They are February 14th - Honoring
Our Legacy, March 14th - Spring Fling, April 10th - Easter and May 9th Mother’s Day.
The challenge
for the citizens
of Detroit is to
continue to lend
our support to
Golightly
Career and
Technical
Center. We can
do this by participating in their Grand Buffet Events, use their printing
services and any other way we can contribute in a positive manner.

As I was seated in the dining area and truly enjoying not only my meal
but the company of the editor of Detroit EM News, I could not help but
notice the pride and pleasure being exhibited by the diners. I, too, felt
those same emotions. Here I was contributing to a student’s future
dreams by allowing them to practice their craft under an atmosphere
of excellent instruction, pride and love.
I am looking forward to attending other events at Golightly Career and
Technical Center. When attending one of their events, do not forget to
bring along a friend. Hopefully, we can make each event larger than
the previous.

BY: K. Smith

Mr. Hearn,
Program Director
Culinary Arts Academy
313.822.8820

Quality Products Include:
Sausage
Bacon
Beef Products
Chili Sauce
Hams
Hot Dogs
Randy’s #1 seller. This jumbo
red hot sausage is a Detroit
favorite. If you like it hot, this
sausage is sure to please.

Randy’s Sausage
1429 Gratioit Suite 106
Detroit, MI 48207

313-877-8339

QUALITY ENTERTAINMENT
“The Place Where
Legends Meet”

Call for hours and
Booking information

Bert’s Marketplace, Jazz Club
& Bert’s Warehouse Theater

2739 Russell St. Detroit, MI 48243
(313) 567-2030 / (313) 393-3233

